
SPOKANE, PORTLAND & SEATTLE RAILWAY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

CONSTITUTION (8/1981,
as amended December 2016 and September 2020)

ARTICLE I     Name and Purpose

	Section 1	The name of the society shall be the “SPOKANE, 					PORTLAND & SEATTLE RAILWAY HISTORICAL 				SOCIETY”.  Organized in August, 1981.

Section 2	The purpose of the group is to assemble, investigate, preserve, and disseminate historical and modeling information about the Spokane, Portland and Seattle Railway and subsidiary railroads.  This information shall be conveyed to the membership by the regular issuance of a publication at least four (4) times yearly.

Section 3	The additional purpose of the society is to share the history and awareness of the Spokane Portland & Seattle Railway with the general public through the acquisition, preservation, restoration, and display of SP&S artifacts, equipment, property, replicas, and representations.

Section 4	The purposes of the society may be accomplished through support of other 501(c)(3) organizations such as the facilities of the Pacific Northwest Railroad Archive of Burien, Washington.

ARTICLE II     Membership and Dues

Section 1	There shall be five membership classifications.  A member may be regular, sustaining, SP&S Railway veteran, family, or foreign.

	Section 2	Dues shall be established by the Board of Directors and 				shall be payable in U.S. funds.

ARTICLE III     Meetings

	Section 1	There shall be an annual meeting.  This meeting shall 				include a members’ meeting with a report of the officers 				and a general discussion of society business.

ARTICLE IV     Voting

	Section 1	Only members in good standing (current dues paid) shall 				be entitled to vote.  This vote also may be taken by mail 				for items and matters as directed by the Board of 					Directors.

ARTICLE V	     Officers

	Section 1	The elected officers shall consist of:
				A)  President
				B)  Vice President for Technical Services
				C)  Vice President for Media and Publications 
				D)  Secretary
				E)  Treasurer

	Section 2	All officers shall be elected for two (2) year terms.

	Section 3	Elected officers shall constitute the Board of Directors.

	Section 4	All officers shall maintain records for their office and 				pass these on to their successors.

	Section 5	Three (3) officers shall constitute a quorum of the Board 				of Directors.

[bookmark: _Hlk44769842]Section 6	A) 	In the event of a vacancy in the office of President, the Vice President of Technical Services shall assume the office of President to finish the unexpired term.
B) 	In the event of a vacancy in one of the other offices listed above, the Board of Directors shall name a successor to finish the unexpired term.
 

ARTICLE VI     Committees

	Section 1	The Board of Directors shall appoint committees as 				deemed necessary.

ARTICLE VII     Nominations

	Section 1	Nominations for officers shall be filed with the secretary 				and may be made by any member in good standing.

ARTICLE VIII     Elections and Terms of Office

	Section 1	Election of officers shall be held by mail in September of 			even numbered years.

	Section 2	Officers shall take office January 1 following their 					election, for two (2) years.

ARTICLE IX     By-Laws

	Section 1	By-Laws shall be established for the government of the 				Society and its Board of Directors.

	Section 2	By-Laws may be adopted or amended by a majority vote 				of the Board of Directors.

ARTICLE X     Initiative and Referendum

	Section 1	The membership shall have the right to have any 					proposition or any action taken by the Board of Directors 			placed on a ballot within 120 days of submission.  This 				request must be signed by ten percent (10%) of the 				membership.

	Section 2	It shall take a two-thirds (2/3) majority of votes received 				to validate any issue.

ARTICLE XI     Exempt (added December 2016)
Section 1	The SP&SRHS is organized and operated exclusively to further Charitable and Educational purposes as described in Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code (or corresponding section of any future federal tax code.)   The Society is not empowered to engage, otherwise than as an insubstantial part of its activities, in activities that are not in furtherance of the exempt purposes; nor shall the Society engage in any activities that are prohibited by Section 501(c)(3).
Section 2	The net income or assets of the Society shall not inure in whole or in part to the benefit of any individual as defined by Section 501(c)(3).
Section 3	Upon dissolution, the assets of the Society must be distributed for an exempt purpose within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) or to the federal, state or local government for public purposes.  The By-Laws of the Society may provide for distribution of assets to one or more organizations that are exempt under Section 501(c)(3) at the time of dissolution.

Article XII     Amendments (added September 2020)
Section 1	This Constitution may be amended by a Petition, according to the provisions of Article X, or by a proposal placed on the ballot by the Board of Directors.
Section 2	The Amendment will become effective upon its validation by two-thirds (2/3) majority of the votes received in an election held under the provisions of Article VIII. 
Page | 4
